Thursday, May 15, 2003
Joshua 13:1 - 15:63

Numbers 26 told us that the land would be divided by lot between the tribes of Israel, but that did not mean that the land was apportioned by luck. The lots were a visual tool for His people, but God did the choosing.  When we get to Proverbs in our schedule, we’ll read in 16:23 that “The lot is cast into the lap, but its every decision is from the Lord.” Jewish tradition says that the land was assigned by first drawing a tribe’s name and then drawing a lot that had the boundaries written on it.

In chapter 15 we find two old men talking about their participation in the first spy mission into the promised land thirty-eight years before. At that time they had stood their ground in the face of the majority of the spies, who were afraid to follow God into the land. Only Caleb and Joshua had insisted that God could do just as He had promised. Sometimes we face overwhelming pressure from our peers to go along with the loudest voices in the crowd—the voices that deny God’s uniqueness in the worlds of religion; who “call evil good, and good evil” (Isaiah 5:20). 

As with Joshua and Caleb, our witness doesn’t always result in everyone agreeing with our stand, but every time we stand firm in our faith, good is done. Even if we never know how, our actions plant the seeds of thought in the minds of the people around us. The Holy Spirit not only grants and enables our faith, words, and deeds at the moment, but He also uses them afterward to reach into the hearts of the people that we touch every day. 

The last verse of today’s reading points to a problem in the conquest of the land. The tribe of Judah did not destroy the inhabitants of Jerusalem, and verse 13 of chapter13 indicates the same problem in another area and tribe. What effect this would have on God’s people would become obvious as the years passed.

For maps of the division of the promised land see>>>> 
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